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5 Reasons Influenza 

Surveillance Matters

1. To measure population impact

2. To identify outbreaks and severe illness trends

3. To identify novel influenza strains 

4. To assess match of circulating strains to vaccine

5. To provide surveillance data to stakeholders

INFLUENZA SURVEILLANCE



Media 

Requests

INFLUENZA SURVEILLANCE 

ACTIVITIES

Case Reporting 
and 

Data Collection

Laboratory 

Testing

Data 

Analysis

Preparing 

Reports

Syndromic 

Surveillance

Sentinel 

Sites

Outbreak 

Detection

http://www.corporate-energising.com/sitedata/pdfs/Ambulance_Service_Case_Stu.pdf
http://skinner.ops.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=9iWu3c1/rPc%3d&tabid=127


A SEASON UNLIKE ANY OTHER
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Illnesses that
began during
this time may
not yet be
reported.



Preliminary Results

Data Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Prepared by County of San Diego, Health & Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch

2020-21 SEASON SUMMARY
July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021

National influenza data –



N=844
2 Flu Deaths

Outbreaks

TOTAL REPORTED INFLUENZA  CASES

2020-21 SEASON SUMMARY
July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021

Preliminary Results

Data Source: San Diego County Communicable Disease Registry

Prepared by County of San Diego, Health & Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch
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Preliminary Results

Data Source: San Diego County Communicable Disease Registry

Prepared by County of San Diego, Health & Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch
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Preliminary Results

Data Source: San Diego County Communicable Disease Registry

Prepared by County of San Diego, Health & Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch
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Preliminary Results

Data Source: San Diego County Communicable Disease Registry

Prepared by County of San Diego, Health & Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch

2020-21 SEASON SUMMARY
July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021
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3.5%

2.1%

2.1%

2.1%

23.9%

33.8%

1.4%

51.4%

47.2%

5.6%

9.2%

81.0%

4.2%

1.4%

9.9%

16.8%

Race/Ethnicity Unknown

Other Race

Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander

Asian

Black or African American

White

Hispanic or Latino

Gender Unknown

Male

Female

80+ years

65-79 years

18-64 years

1-17 years

Deaths

Hospitalizations

Total Cases

Selected Characteristics of Influenza Infections 
Co-Infected with SARS-CoV-2*, N=142

Clinical 

Age Group

Gender

Race/Ethnicity

*Co-infections were identified as 
any positive influenza A/B tests 
and positive RT-PCR or antigen 
tests for SARS-CoV-2 (the causative 
agent of COVID-19) within one 
week of each other. 

53 confirmed and 89 probable 
COVID-19 cases among the co-infections.



Preliminary Results

Data Source: San Diego County Communicable Disease Registry

Prepared by County of San Diego, Health & Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch
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Preliminary Results

Data Source: San Diego County Communicable Disease Registry

Prepared by County of San Diego, Health & Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch
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*If case did not have symptoms or illness onset date is unavailable, the earliest of specimen collection date, date of death, or date 
reported is used instead.



Preliminary Results

Data Source: San Diego County Communicable Disease Registry

Prepared by County of San Diego, Health & Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch
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Preliminary Results

Data Source: San Diego Immunization Registry (SDIR)

Prepared by County of San Diego, Health & Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch
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*Influenza vaccinations administered and entered into the San Diego Immunization Registry (SDIR). Week 52 data are repeated for week 53 for 
seasons that do not include week 53.

1,253,731 
vaccines administered 

in 2020-2021

https://www.sandiegoimmunizationregistry.org/sdir_home.htm


Preliminary Results

Data Source: Emergency Department Complaint Data

Prepared by County of San Diego, Health & Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch
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Preliminary Results

Data Source: Vital Records Information System (VRIS)

Prepared by County of San Diego, Health & Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch
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Preliminary Results

Data Source: San Diego County Communicable Disease Registry

Prepared by County of San Diego, Health & Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch

2020-21 SEASON SUMMARY
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2 Deaths

Age 
Range

65-73 
years old

100%
Had underlying conditions

1 Known to be 
vaccinatedBoth co-infected with 

COVID-19
Time in between 

COVID and flu tests:
1 day & 5 days

Influenza A, subtype unknown



INFLUENZA WATCH

Go to www.sdepi.org to subscribe!

http://www.sdepi.org/


REPORTING FLU CASES

• Please report positive influenza results to public health:
o Lab results and demographics
o Fax to 858-715-6458

• Please report influenza deaths
• Please report influenza outbreaks 

• Questions about reporting? Call 619-692-8499 



Flu Forecast

?



100

0 Deaths

TOTAL REPORTED 

INFLUENZA  CASES

CURRENT UPDATE 
Reported Influenza Cases Since July 1, 2021

Influenza A
40%

Influenza B
58%

Influenza 
A(H3)

1%

Unk
1%

0 Confirmed

outbreaks

Cases by Flu Type



On May 17, 2016, the County of San Diego Health and Human Services Agency Division

of Public Health Services received accreditation from the Public Health Accreditation Board.

THANK YOU!

Whitney.Webber@sdcounty.ca.gov

619-892-5499

Maci.Guzman@sdcounty.ca.gov

619-972-4649
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